' SUBJECTION 


TO THE 
HIGHER POWERS 
A 
NEecessaRy DuTY in every 
CHRISTIAN. 


A 
S EK RM © IN 
By LEWIS SOUTH COM, 
of Ro/e-Afp. 


When he was come near, he beheld the City and wept 
over it, ſaying, I thou hadſt known, even Thou, at 
leaſt, in this thy Day the Things which belong to thy 
Peace: but now they are hid from thine Eyes. Luke 
xix. 41, 42. 

« Oh! thatthou alſo wouladſt yet conſider and lay 
“ to Heart, before it is too late, even in this critical 
« Time, what concerns thy future Tranquillity and 
% Poſterity fo much. But thou doſt not at all conſider 
* of it. Ham. in loc. 

Let every Soul be ſubject unto the Higher Powers: 
For there 1s no Power but of God : The Powers that 
be, are ordained of God. Rom. xiii. 1. 

Wherefore-ye muſt needs be ſubjeR, nor only for 
Wrath, But alſo for Conſcience Take. Rom. xiii. 5: 
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TO THE 


Right Reverend Father in Go 
STEPHEN 


Lord Biſhop of Exeter. 


My Lox, 


S there is nothing that more conduces 
A to the Happineſs and Proſperity of any 
Society than à perfect Harmony and 
Concord among its Members, ſo is there nothing 
that more contributes to the Happineſs and Proſ- 
perity of a Church, than a perfect Unity and 
Unanimity among thoſe of its Communion : And 


there is nothing that tends more to that Unity 


and Unanimity than a ſtri# Adherence to the 
Principal of Unity their Biſhop. a 
Az This 


—— 


iv The Dedication. 


This your Lordſhip well knows to have been 
the current Doctrine, and conſtant Practice of 


the Primitive 1 


Whoſoever — nag thro the genuine; Epiſtles 
of Sr. Ignatius { who flouriſhed in the ſecond 
Century) and the Principles of the Cyprianic 
Age, (which Age wan be third Century) be will 
Aud th3>-Afertion/to be true beyond all Contra- 


— ar * 


| i L058 
. p eres, my Lord. the following D; Diſourſ 
humbly craves Admittance into your Lordſhip's 
Favour and Protection, as tending tb promote 
Peace and Unity among all, by exhorting ghenm 


to a frit Adberence to their Duty to their So- 


vereign in tbe State, and to their Biſheps in the 
Church... | 


Arid a there e's f Hovmany and | 


Concord among Them, what have we to fear 
but from Diſcontents, Diviſions, and evil Sur- 
miſings and Inſinuations amongſt ourſelves: ? 

A 1 into Dent by Dr. Wake the preſent Areh- 


of Canterbury 
by the excellent Mr. Sage of Scotland, 
Whert- 


Es - Tr» 8 


Por 


0 


ThE Dedication. 


N herzfore, it bighly concerns us all t0- ref 
on the Conſequence of a Kingdom or Houſe di 
vided againſt iefelf, Mat, xii, 25. 


P 


rn /. imagine that erther the King or Biſhops 


ill betray or unſettle the Church, as eHabliſdd 


by the Laws, what is it but to imagine Ln: 132 
L will betray E ers 1 


This ii ebfervd more fally in the follewing 
Diſcourſe The Subſtance of which vas preachd 
at St. Petrock's in Exeter on Nov. 5. 1734. 
but which would never have come further abroad 
had it not been charg'd with a Character J 
thought it did not deſerve. 


For, whereas ] have ever fludiouſly avoided 
Parties and Factions, and whereas I have ad- 
vanced nothing more than what I publiſbd many 
Nears fince in my. Book of © Tithes and Offerings, 


fo what 1 then thought the neceſſary Duty of 


every Chriſtian, 1 fill do: And ſbou d be glad 
zo be ſet at Rights, if I am in an Error, or to 


Et others at Rights, if I am fo myſelf. : 


* knticuled, Render 10 all their Dues. p. 76. * 
ay 


yi The Dedication. 


May it be the Will of God to unite our Hearts 
more perfettly to each other: And whereſoever any 
Hereſies, any Uneaſineſſes, any evil Infinua- 
tions, may appear, may they never tend to any 
other Purpoſe than to make thoſe that are a P- 
proved 70 become the more manifeſt, 


And that Peace and Happineſs, Truth and 
Juſtice, Religion and Piety, may be eſtabliſh'd 
among us for all Generations, as it is the Prayer 
of our Church in general, ſo it 1s the ardent De- 


fre, 
My Lox, 


| Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
And moſt dutiful 


Son and Servant, 


LEwIS SOUTHCOMB. 
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TI Tus 11. I. 


Put them in mind to be ſubject to 
Priancipalities and Powers, fo 
obey Magiſtrates, 10 be ready to 
every good Work. 


HESSE Words are an Exhortation 
2 7 of the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul, to 


9 d 1 Titus Archbiſhop of Crete, perſua- 
ding him to inſtruct the * Cretians, 
of whom even a Poet of their own had 


given the infamous Character of being Liars, 
evil Beaſts, Slou-Bellies, 


(Kpnres de Fe, xard nel, Y dpyw.) 


And whoſe Character St. Paul obſerves, after 


I him, as a People too much addicted to their 
ö libidinous and laſcivious Affections. 

| Neither does the Apoſtle think it ſufficient 
? for him curſorily to inſtruct them, but to put 


them in mind frequently, to inculcateinto them, 
to be ready, in general, to every 2 Work, 
among which he more particularly and ex- - 
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* Kpn7es the Cretans. 
d Epimenides, 
F Tit. i. 13. 


preſly 


[3] 


| preſly mentions their being /abjef? to Princi- 
palities and Powers, and to obey rares. 
This Day naturally calling upon us for a 
Diſcourſe of this kind, that is, of Subjection to 
Principalities and Powers, and of Obedience 
to Magiſtrates; and the Murmurs and Diſ- 
contents of ſome, and the Actions of others, 
too much inclin'd to embrace ſeditious Princi- 
ples, obliging me to believe a Diſcourſe of this : 
Nature never more ſeaſonable than at this pre- 
ſent Time; I have therefore pitch'd on theſe 
Words in order to the quieting and ſettling the 
| Minds of all ſuch in whom there may be, or 
but even endeavour'd to be, rais'd any Degree 
of Diſcontent or ſeditious or rebellious Prin- 
Ciples, on any Account whatſoever ; as think. 
ing it the Duty of every Clergyman to ſtudy 
both the private Peace of his own People, 
and the public Peace of the whole Nation; 
whereby we are entitled to a Beatitude by 
our © bleſſed Saviour himſelf. 
| And what can be more conducive to that 
End at preſent, than by preſſing St. Paul's Ex- 
'  hHortation to the Cretans, To put them in mind 
0ð be ſubjeft to Principalities and Powers, and 
Tuo obey Magiſtrates. 
From which Words I ſhall conſider, 


| | | 

| I. Wherein our Subjection to Principalities 

| and Powers, and our Obedience to Ma- 
giſtrates conſiſts. 


| 


6 Matt. v. 9. = What 


_ 


+91} 


II. What kind of Pawers and Magiſtratas 
choſe ate to which we ought. 9 he fal. 

je, and 70 obeys, And. 1 

III. For what Reaſons we ought to. be 0 


age? and fo obegient... 


'Y Wherin the Subjedio on to Pri rinci . 

and Powers, 19g the eee to M. aner 
conſiſts. 
8 that is in generdl,; in every Thing 
whereby we are oblig d either by the Laws of 
God and gur Saviour, or by the legiſlative Au- 
thority of that Government, NOR A we 
live, ig 4 he. 

Do they require Trihyte or - en from us? 
2 1 8 St. Paul, Tribute to whom Tribute 

due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, that is, f All 
Pan ordinary or extraorginary, which by 
the Prudence, Wiſdom, and Judgment of the 
Legiſlature, ſhall be legally laid on us, either 
towards the Support of the Government, or 
' for the Preſervation of the Laws of the Land, 
and the Liberties ang Properties of the 
People. | 
oO Bleſſed Saviour's Practice and Exam ple, 
in this Caſe, ought to be a ſufficient Rule and 
Guide to all ſuch as profeſs themſelves his Fol- 
lowers ; Who, rather than he would be the 
Occaſion of giving any Offence to the Govern- 
ment under which he liv'd, wrought a Miracle 
on purpoſe that no Umbrage ſhould be taken 


"© Rom xIli. 7. Fam. in loc. 


| ERR 


10 


from his Refuſal to pay Tribute, although he 
had, in Rigour, juſtified his Exemption from 
that Duty, as may be obſerv'd from 1 Matt. 
xvii. 24, 25, 26, 27. . | 

Do they require from us, that Homage and 
Honour which by the Laws of God belongs to 
_ them? © Ve fy A 
St. Paul again exhorts us to render Fear (of 
Offence) to whom Fear is due, Honour (and 
Obedience to their Perſons and Government) 
to whom Hongur is due. rn 
Do they require from us to maintain their 
Jura Majeſtatis, the Rights and Prerogatives 
of their Office and Dignity? Certainly none 
ſo proper Judges as themſelves and the Legi- 
Mature what Methods to take in ſo doing; 
and whatſoever Methods their own Wiſdom, | 
in conjunction with that of the Legiſlature, 
ſhall judge moſt expedient to be impos d to 
that End, thoſe Methods it is the Duty of 
every peaceable and quiet Subject to take to 
that Government under which he lives, as he 
ſhall anſwer it to- God's Vicegerents in this 
World, and before the awful Tribunal of the 
Almighty-in the World to come. 

Do they require that Suppheations, Prayers, 
Interceſions, and giving of Thanks, be made for 
Kings, and for all that are in Authority? 
What do they require more in this, .than 
Fer; Paul exhorted the primitive Chriſtians to 
do? 

s Ham. in Rom. xiii. 7," 1 Tim. ii. 14. Ibid. 


If 


(11 ] 


If his and their Examples are to be follow'd, 
then cannot all other Chriſtians err in doing 
the ſame; but, on the contrary, it is their in- 
diſpenſable Duty ſo to do. 
ne And, if in our moſt; ſolemn Acts of 7 
gious Duties, if in our Prayers to Gad, we are 
exhorted that Kings, and all that are in Au- 
f thority, are firſt of all to be pray d for, (or to 
1 | have the firſt and chiefeſt Part allotted to them 
) in our Devotions) then our own Reaſon muſt 
| induce us to believe that it is our Duty to obey 
thoſe Kings, and thoſe that are in Authority, 
in all Things of an inferior Nature, whatſoever 
they ſhall be pleas'd to lay upon us, confiſtent 
1. with our Duty to our God and Saviour. > 
* If they have Cauſe to be doubtful of the 
4 Safety of Fork Perſon or Government, and if 


2 they think any Obligations on the Subject re- 
8 — 5 for eſtabliſhing their Throne in Peace, 


of (on which alſo ever depends the Happineſs of 
the People) it is the Duty of every Subject to 
he make their Government as caſy and happy as 
they can, by a ready Obedience to all its 
be L. 

Are the ſtrongeſt Obligations, thoſe of Fide- 
lity and Allegiance, requir'd of them? This is 
no more than what has been requir'd by. all 
Princes, from their Subjects, in all Ages; and 
, what the Subjects have generally taken, and 
either have, or ought to have, as faithfully kept; ; 


— — 


— . — 


— * 2 "Than, ih. 3. 


"i | B 2 | and 


Ci] 


and have thought it te have been their indiſ- 
petifhble Duty (as ttuly it i) ſo to do. 
St. Peter i (we all know) without enume- 
rating any particular Acts of Obedience to Ma- 
rates, exhotts us, in general, fo ſubmit 0u7- 
Jehves 10 every Ortiazhke bf Ma, CELLOLTSIPLITE 
xiv) fo every bumun Conſtitution, and that 
(not only for Mang, Hut) /or the Lord's Sake. 
By this we are oblis d to obſerve all Honour 
and Obedience, both attpve and paſſive, to Kings, 
ant to all that are in Authority under them. 
Acfive, when call'd to be inſtrumental in 
n whatſoever ſhall be thought by the 
ing, and by the kgiflative Authority, to tend 


to the Good of that mei undet walleh 


we live. | 
*Paſive, in obediently and patiehitly Guſſering 
the: Penalties of our * ; bur by nb 
means either to front their Perſons, or to di 
furb their Government, by infedting theit Sub- 
Jedts with ſed:t0us and rebellious Pri metples. | 
Seditions, (which conſiſt in raiſing Diſcords, 
Eontentions, Mutinies, and Fabtions, againſt 
thoſe Governments under which it is our Duty, 
and by the Influence of whoſe gentle Admi- 
e alone it is, and can be, that we are 
citated, 70 live quiet and peaceable Lives in 
al Gedlineſ and Honeſty, I fay ſuch: S2ditions) 
are reckon'd among Crimes of the higheſt 
Nature A „ ta Paul, _ has aſſur d us, that 


* woes « 


J 


— 


1 Pet. ii. 13. m Gal. v. 20, 27. bf 
” * 


SS, : thoſe 


(1281 T] 


thoſe that ate t oncerned in then Rall a. inbe- 
vit the Kingdom of Get nd ber a: 

And, if we may credit the fame bk 
Apoſtle, the 1 of ſeditious Principles, 
when fomented into Rebellions,, will certainly 
meet with an equally diſmal Fatè: Rebellion or 
Reſitance againſt 4 ſupreme Powers, Ma- 
giſtrates, ot their — Officers, when 
a&in y to the Laws, aka the 
F — of — we, 7 try - 
and, without a. fincere Repentance, of Dams 
nation in the World to come: * They. that ro- 


le fail rentiue to tbemſelver Dumnatian. 


The original Word iu in this Place Diez 
been interpreted by the moſt learned to apper- 
tain to the udicial Sentenre due to Sediſinn and 
Aalen N and alſo to man ne”; "5 here- 
_ 

Thus alſo St. Paul farther gs the *\Necef- 
of aur SubjeF10n to the:bightr Powers, and 
hat not only . for *: Wrath, (@ tear of their 
Diſpleaſure, or of their 4 P ent conſequent 
upon our Diſobedience) but lfo;for © Conſerente- 

ke ; out of a Principle of Love, Honovr, 
and Gratitude to their Perſons and Govern. 
ment, under the Influence of whoſe Protec - 
tion we are ted in the Exerciſe off! our 
nee eee — 


BUD — Gait 


110 OJ 


* Rom. X18, BY #21 T N n, 
N 4 Tiaergy, Theod. 
A N de hi en 02 b. 


our 


— 1 = #4 . 6 * 


— 


wu 
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our Laws; and who are Minifters :of God to 
no other End, than for the Puniſhment of evil 
Doers, and for the Pres C Ls Kan that a 
well, 1 Pet. ii. 14. 

Thus far I have plainly Ferran his our 
SubjeZtion to' Principalities and Powers, and 


our Obedience to Magiſtrates, conþifts. 
1 have not mention'd the direful Intentions 


of the treaſonable, bloody, and «treacherous 


Action, intended to have been executed as upon 
this Day, againſt Principalitits, againſt Powers, 


againſt Mag:ftrates, fo directly oppoſite to the 
Direction of the Apoſtle; when by a miracu- 


lous Deliverance, the King, the Queen, the 


Prince, the Lords Spiritual and Femporal, 


and the Commons, were preſerv'd from thoſe 
Snares which were maliciouſly intended 
_ againſt them; which baſe, vile, and moſt anti- 
_ chriſtian Ac,” muſt have ended in Confuſion 
and Bl ed; and in the Subverſion of our 
Religion, our Liberties, and our Laws, 


Had this ſucceeded, how ſoon would the 


| Biſhop of Rome have uſurp d a greater Autho- 
rity and Supremacy over his Brethren, the Bi- 
ſhops, than ever St. Peter himſelf atternpred 


to claim? 


How ſoon woutd Principalities, and Powers, 


— Magiſtrates have been profeſſedly oppos d 


by ſuch as ought to have liv'd in Obedience 


to them ? 


. % © * 


many 


4 e 5 * - & 
ox, Crue ent SHA 7 * 
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many of the Congregation, and not well known 
to many that ſhould have pronounc d them. 
. How ſoon would the Laity have been de- 
priv d of one half of the bleſſed Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper? Add to the Denial of the 
Cup, on one Hand, their Doctrine that the 
Bread was tranſeſubſtantiated into Fleſh. on 
the other; whereby the holy Euchariſt, as in- 
ſtituted by our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, as re- 
corded and explicated by St. Paul and the 
Evangeliſts, would have been quite inverted, 


and the Nature of it entirely chang d: Fbt our 


bleſſed Saviour * took BREAD, and gave Thanks, 


and brake it, and gave it unto* is DisCIPLEs, 


ſaying, This is my Body which is given for you: 
This do in Remembrance (of me. Likewiſe alſo 
the Cue after Supper, ſaying, This Cup it 
the Neu Teſtament in my Blood, which is ſhꝰ 


for you. 


So St. Paul: *T receiv'd of the Lord that which 
I alþ deliver'd unto you; that the Lord Feſus 
the ſame Night in which he was betray'd, took 
BREAD; * and when he had given Thanks he 
brake it, and ſaid, Take, eat; this is my Body 
which is broken for you; this do in remembrance 
of me. " After the ſame Manner alſo he took 
the Cue, when he bad ſupped, ſaying, This Cup 
is the New Teſtament in my Blood : This do ye, 


Luke xxii. 19. t Thid. 
Luke xxii. 20, I Cor. xi. 23. * 1 Cor. xi. 24. 
Y x Cor, xi, 25. 
as 


— wy — 
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as oft as ye drint it, in remembranet of neñ 
Jor as often as BAT TE 1 BEAD, and 
BRINK” THIS Cup, Je 45 ſhew. the Sts 
Death. till be cones. .. 
80 St. Paul makes nen of the Cup be- 
fore the Bread, ſaying, The Cup of Bleſſing 
which wwe bleſs, is it not the Communion of. the 
Blood of: Chriſt? e Bread which r break, 
a1 not the Communion of the Body v Chriſt ? 
Wperefore, to wWhoinſoever the Cup of Bleſ- 


N is denied, to him, by the: Reaſoning; of 


the bleſſed. Apoltle;' in denied £00" Chmmunion 
of the Blood of Chriſt. 197vz2 NH 

Thus would: thereon and Innovations:.of 
the: Church of Nome, in many other Reſpects, 
have taken Place: And the Deciſions of the 
Council of Trent cortupted the fincere Milt 


e tbe Word, the holy Scriptures in their ori- 
3H Sint Purity. 


I. paſs. by their oral Traditions ;."1 oof by 
the a the Interpretation of the Scriptures 
to the Senſe of their own Church; their unrea- 
ſonable and wicked Indulgencies, ſo aſſuredly 
deſtructive of the Souls of Mankind; their 
Maſſes, containing ſuch groſs Superſtitions as 
they allow of; the Adoration of Images; their 
Purgatory, ſo unwarranted from the Holy 
Scriptures ; their Invacations of Saints, ſo re- 


pugnant to the Word of God. 


— — 6 8 


. ” i Mo 7 — — — 


* 1 Cor. xi. . 21 Cor. x. 16. 
5 1 Pet. 11. 2. n : 


How 
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How ſoon would the Seeds of all theſe Cor- 
ruptions have been ſown, and many more, 
had it not been through the infinite Goodneſs 
and Protection of our God, that the baſe, and 
blood-thirſty, and rebellious Intentions of this 
Day had been diſcover'd. 

And, notwithſtanding St, Peter's and St. 
Paul's Exhortations to the contrary, how ſoon 
would Refftance of Principalities, and Powers, 
and Diſobedience to Magiſtrates, have been, (as 
it has been © heretofore) the current Doctrine 
and Practice of the Members of that Church, 
againſt all ſuch Higber Powers as are not of 
the ſame Communion with themſelves. 

But out of it all the Lord deliver'd us. 

I mention not the more modern, though 
almoſt as miſchievous and factious, Diſtinctions, 
the moſt likely to embroil us in Confuſions, 
Heats, and Feuds in this preſent Age, to the 


—_— Y ve T _—— ” * * 


© Pope Clement VIII. in his two Bulls ſent to Father Garnet, 
exhorts the Evgliſh * Papiſts, That after the Death f Queen 

EL Iz ASE TA they ſbould admit no one to ſway the Scepter of 
England but him, be his Pretenſions from Proximity of Blood what 
they will, that ſhall not only tolerate the (Roman) Catholic Faith, but 
ſhall alſo ſwear that he «will undertake to promote it to the utter- 
moſt of his Poxyer and Study, as his Anceſtors had doye before him. 
See the Biſhop of Lincoln [Dr. Fake, now Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury] Sermon on November 5. before the Houſe of Lords, 
p. 24. 

NNe poſt obitum Regine Elizabethæ ad Anglia Sceptrum tenen- 
dum ſuſciperint, niſi eum quantulacumque propinquitate Sanguinis 
niteretur, qui fidem Catholicam non modo tolerauit, ſed omni Ope 
& Studio promoveret, & more Majorum juri-jurando ſe id prefii- _ 


turum ſuſciperet. 
C Deſtruc. 


| [ 18 ] 


Deſtruction of that Unity, that Unanimity, 
that brotherly Love and Chriſtian Charity, 
which ought to be the Characteriſtics of al 
the Diſciples of the Holy Jeſus, and of all 
ſuch as would own Show Members of 
the Church of England. 

And. would bo any ſerious Perſon reſlect 
with himſelf, he would find it inconſiſtent 
with the Character of a mcerely good Man to 
be an Approver in Groſs of either Party. 

For it a Perſon of one Party takes the Oaths 
to the Government under which he lives, and 
which the Laws of. the Conſtitution require 
of him, and, at the fame Time, hath another 
Intereſt in his View, and reſolves, at the ſame 
Time, to do his uttermoſt to ſubvert that Go- 
vernment to which he has ſworn Allegiance ; 
and in conſequence of which he, perhaps, has 
had Places of Profit or Truſt committed to 
his Charge ; and yet, notwithſtanding, to pro- 
more that Intereſt which he has abjur'd ; un- 
der whatſoever other Denomination he may 
come, he can never come under the Denomi- 


nation of an honeſt Man, or a faithful Sub- 


ject. 


Did he think the Oaths lawful at the taking 
them? Why then would he break them ? 
Did he think them unlawful? Why did 
he take them ? 

So again, on the other Hand, if any of the 
other Party profeſs themſelves Members of the 


eſtabliſh'd n and declare their Sincerit ” 
2 towar 


[ 79 ] 


towards it, by ſolemnly receiving the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt their Saviour, as a Seal of their 
Sincerity of being ſuch; and, in conſequence 
of that, are admitted into Places of Prqſit or 
Tru; but yet, at the ſame Time, endeavour 
to undermine and to fubvert its Laws and 
Conftitution ; whatſoever other Denomination 
ſuch a Man may come under, he can never 
come under the Denomination of a fincere 
Man, neither can he skreen himſelf from the 
Character of an Hypocrite. 

Are the Laws and Conſtitution of the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church agreeable to the Laws of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles? to the Practice of 
the primitive Chriſtians? and authoriz'd by 
the Laws of the Land? Why does he en- 
deavour to ſap its Foundation, to undermine, 
and to deſtroy it? 

Are its Laws and Conſtitution diſagreeable 
to the Laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to the 
Practice of the primitive Chriſtians, and in- 
conſiſtent with the Laws of the Land? Why 
then does he profeſs himſelf a ſincere Member 
of it? and augment his Hypocriſy, by commu- 
nicating in it? 

Can our own Reaſon induce us to believe, 
that there can be that Sincerity in either of 
thoſe Parties, which ought to be found in all 
the Followers of the Bleed Feſus ? whoſe 
both Profeſſion and Practice ought to be con- 
ſiſtent with each other, as they ſhall anſwer it 
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to their own Conſciences here, and to their 
God hereafter. 

But, on the contrary, whoſoever is ſubject 
to Principalities, and Powers, and obedient to 
thoſe Magiſtrates, and to that Government un- 
der which he lives, and alſo obedient to the 
Conſtitution, Diſcipline, Laws, and Govern- 
ment of the eſtabliſh'd Church, is one that is 
implicitly attach'd to no Party whatſoever, and 
is ſuch as only can, with Reaſon, be confided 
in by either. Away then with cauſleſs Heats, 
Animoſities, Jealouſies, and Fears from all 
ſuch; and may Peace and Love, may Unity 
and Unanimity, and a perfect Harmony and 
Concord, be entertain'd and cheriſh'd in their 
Room. So ſhall we receive the Praiſe of the 
Magiftrate, and the Bleſſing and Prayers of the 
Church in this World, and be entitled to the 
Bleflings of the Peace-Makers, and call d the 
Children of God in the World to come. 

Which concludes the firſt Point which I 
propos'd to diſcourſe of. 

I come now in the ſecond Place to con- 


ſider, 


II. V bat kind of Magiſtrates and Powers 
thoſe are to whom we ought to be ſubjef, and to 
obey. 

And this we may beſt learn from the Doc- 
trine and Example of our blefled Saviour and 
his Apoftles, from the Practice of the primi- 


tive Chriſtians, and from our own Reaſon. 


St. Paul 
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St. Paul, exhorting the Romans to be ſub- 
ject to the bieker Powers, immediately defines 
what kind of Powers thoſe are to which we 
ought to be /ubjef?, which he calls the «: ies 
ZZerinsy, THE POWERS THAT BE, Or, Zbe. 
Powers that are, at preſent, ordain'd of God to 
be over them. 

And this is moſt conſiſtent alſo with our 
own Reaſon ; for, how is it poſſible for any 
to be ſubject to the Powers that are not ? 

And when in the * following Verſe the ſame 
bleſſed Apoſtle argues againſt Reſiſtance of the 
higher Powers under Pain of Damnation, 
what Powers is it poſſible for any to reſiſt, but 
the Powers that are? 

Sovereignty, wherever it is plac'd with us, 
muſt have the Power of making War and 
Peace; the Power of adding a Sanction to, 
and, together with its Parhament, of abroga- 
ting, the Laws ; the /upreme judicative Power 
in all Cauſes whatſoever ; the Power of Life 
and Death; and the Power of conferring Titles 
of Honour, and (as Cauſe may offer) of taking 
them away. 

And thoſe that are indued with ſuch Powers, 
it is the Duty of every Chriſtian to be ſubject 
to, and to obey, in every Nation and Country 


where he ſhall live, whether it be to the King, 


4 Rom. Xii. 1. 
Rom. iii. 2. 


as 
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as Supreme, or unto Governors, as unto them 


rbat are fent by bim, for the Puniſhment of 
evil Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do 


well: Theſe being properly the Principalities 


and Powers which we ought to be ſubjef? to, 
and theſe the Magiſtrates whom it is our Duty 
to obey. TY 

When our bleſſed Saviour himſelf was upon 
Earth, he never intermeddled with the civil 
Government, neither did any of the Apoſtles 
after him; though, ſhould we look through 
the Reigns of Tiberius, Nero, and Domitian, 
in which our ieſed Saviour, and ſome of his 
Apoſtles livd, (and who, in the nineteenth 
Year of Tiberius was crucified) we ſhould 
ſoon be inform'd that 20 Cbriſtian Princes 
Have ever deſervd to have been reſſted (had it 
been ever thought conſiſtent with the Duty of 
a Chriſtian to have reſiſted them) ſo much as 
thoſe heathen Princes; nay, nor even among 
the heathen Princes themſelves, have any ever 
borne a worſe Character (and that in every Re- 
ſpect) than theſe. 

And yet no Oppoſitions, no Seditions, no 
diſputing their Titles, nor accuſing their Con- 
duct; but even their /avage Perſecutions pa- 
tiently ſubmitted to; and all SHiection, all 
Obedience ſhewn, as meek and humble Fo/. 


kewers of the blefjed Feſus. 


When- 
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When our þlefſed Saviour himſelf was ask d 
by the Diſciples of the Phariſees, and the 


Herodians, Whether it was lawful to pay Tri- 


bute to Cæſar, or not? He (without asking 
any further Queſtions) only examin d 999 
Image and Superſcription the Money, with 
which the Tribute was to be paid, bad?  - 

And, when it was anſwer d him (Ver. 29.) 
that the Image and Superſcription were Cæſars 3 
Then ſaith he unto them, Render therefore (or 
for that very Reaſon) unto Cæſar, the Things 
that are Cz8aRr's, and unto God the Things 
that are Gad s. The Coming of Money 
<« being a Part of the Supreme Power, or Re- 
& gal Prerogative. And your, acknowledging 


ce this to be the current Corn, pens Cefar, 
the lawful 


% whoſe' Signature it hath, to 
« Prince; to whom, therefore, the Tribute is 
% due, as the legal Protector of your civil 
« Commerce. Look, therefore, upon the Coin 
4 for the ſtating of your Queſtion, * whoſe 
« Image and Signature it bath on it. £ 
By this we may obſerve, © That when our 
«© Lord was upon Earth, he ſubmitted to the 
© Government under which he liv'd, made 


no Alterations in Matters of Government, 


* but left the Governments of the World as 
he found them. In his holy Goſpel and 
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f Matt. xxii. 17. 
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& the Writings of the Apoſtles, we have 


«© Commands given us in general, 70 render 
« fo Cæſar the Things that are Czfar's; to 
e obey Magiſtrates, to be fubjeft to the higher 
C Powers; but we are left to learn from the 
& Laws of our ſeveral Countries, who thoſe 
&« Magiſtrates and higher Powers are, to whom 
© we are to be ſubjet.” Higdens View of 
the Engl. Conſtit. p. 88. | 

To this Effect may we obſerve from the 
moſt excellent Dr. Hammond, in his Practical 
Catechiſm ; © Tt will be worth marking (faith 
4 he) that Chriſt did not medale with it, [i. e. 
% Dominion among Men: ] Though he were 
God the King of all Kings, and might 
<< have chang'd or diſpos'd of their Dominions 
e as he pleas d, yet he was not pleas'd to 
«© make any Alteration, but to continue and 
* ſettle all in that Courſe wherein it had for- 
« merly been -plac'd by God himſelf ; living 
« in Subjeftion to the known Laws, paying 
*« Tribute to Cæſar, and not ſo much as ac- 
e cepting the judicial Cognizance of an Of- 
te fence when he was put on it.” Ham. Pr. 
Cat. p. 183. Oct. Ed. 1674. | 

And if our bleſſed Saviour himſelf ſubmitted 
to the higher Powers whilſt he was on Earth, 
how can ſuch as reſiſt the higher Powers in 
any Reſpect, be faid to be Followers of his 
Example ? 


If 


— 2 
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If we may be concluded by the Prophet 


* Daniel, he aſſures us that it is God that ſets 
up Kings: And i again, the moſt high ruleth 


in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to whom- 


ſeever he will: And * again, he appornteth o- 


ver it whomſoever he will. 

And, if God grveth, or appointeib over King- 
doms whomſoever be will, it plainly appears, 
by theſe Aſſertions, that it mult be by his 2g 
tive Will, and not by his permiſſive Mill, that 
Kings do reign by him: The A'mighty making 


himſelf the chief Agent in diſpoſing of King- 
doms, as ſhall ſeem moſt fit in his Eyes ; and 


ſince it is by the pofitive Will of God that 
Kings do reign, it is highly criminal for Sub- 


jects to call in queſtion the IWill of Gad, and 
the Wiſdom of the Nation; ſeeing it is the 


Will of bim vulo rules in the Kingdom of Men, 
ſo to diſpoſe of his Governments as {hall 
be moſt conſiſtent with his own Pleaſures and 
the Wiſdom of the Notion, to ſubmit them- 


ſelves to the Vill of God, and to in forde Obe- 


dience to it by human Laus. 

And, as the Jets were obliged by the! Old 
Teftament, to ſet him to be King over them 
whom the Lord ſhould chuſe, ſo are the Chrif- 
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tians obliged by the ® New Teſtament to be 
ſubje& to the Powers that be. 

Which was the ſecond Point, &c. 

I come now in the third and laſt Place to 
conclude with a Conſideration, 


III. For what Reaſons we ought ſo to do: 
(i. e. to be fo ſubjef?, and fo obedient.) 

As we may learn from our blefſed Savi- 
our's Anſwer to Pilate, who told him that 
He had Power to crucify him, and Power to 
releaſe him, Jo. xix. 10. To whom our” Sa. 
viour anſwer'd, that he could have no Power 
at all againſt him, except 1t were given him 


from above, agreeable to that of St, Paul, 


there is no Power but of God: So the 
chiefeſt Reaſons, therefore, why we ought 
to be ſubjeF to Principalities and Powers, and 
to obey Magiſtrates, are, becauſe they ? are 
ordained of God; becauſe they are Mi- 
niſters of God to us for Good, in reſpe& both 
to our publick, as well as to our private Secu- 
rity, and Protection, in the peaceable and quiet 
Enjoyment of our Religion, our Liberties, our 
Poſſeſſions, and our Laws. 


— * ä —_— ——— — 
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And to what other End can Iiſarrections 
avail, and Rebellions againſt the Higher 
Powers, than the Deſtruction of all theſe ? 
The Actors and Albettors of ſuch, re/e/ting the 
Ordinance of God, and fighting againſt the 
Miniſters of God, and conſequently againſt 
God himſelf, 

Was this the Practice of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour? Was this the Practice of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians? Was this the Practice of 
Chriſtians of later Ages ? We know that it 


has not been fo. 


What Reaſon therefore have we to think 
it a more juſtifiable Practice in our own than 
in former Ages? 

Has the Spirit of Sedition and Rebellion a- 
riſen in any Nation? As it is the Duty of 
the civil Government to endeavour to put as 
effectual a Stop to ſuch Anti-Chriſtian Prac- 
tices as poſſibly it can, ſo it is the Duty of 
every private Chriſtian to aſſiſt the civil Go- 
vernment to his uttermoſt: It being his indiſ- 
penſible Duty and Bufineſs (ſays a pious and 
learned 1 Prelate) 20 be on the. Side of the Go. 
verument as it is by Law eſtabliſhed; and, 
as vigorous as in him lies, in ſuch Ways as 
are proper fer bis Function, to oppoſe all theſe 
that would ſecretly ungermine it, or openly aj- 
fault it. 
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To be on the Side of the ęſtabliſped Govern- 
ment, and to endeavour fo maintain THAT, 
is not to be a Favourer of PARTIES and 
Factions: But they are the Factious, they 
are the Setters-up, or Abettors of Parties, oho 
endeavour to acftroy, or unſettle, or diſparage, 
or in the leaſt to hurt and weaken the Go- 
verument and the Laus as they are eftabliſh'd ; 
let the Principles upon which they go, or the 
Pretences they make, be what they will : So that 
a Miniſter by preaching Obedience and Sub- 


jection, doth not in the leaſt make himſelf of 


any Party, but on the contrary, he ſets him- 
ſelf againſt the Faction of] all Parties: And 
fo he ought to be. | 

When once the Spirit of Rebellion and Di: 
obedience is got into a Nation, it is the Na- 
ture of that Spzr7? to gf poſe and endeavour 
to ſubvert all Governments whatſoever, with- 
out having the leaſt regard to one more than 
to another: And thoſe who have the leaſt. 
Notions of the Benefif of Government, and 
of their Duties to Governors, are ever the 
moſt forward to rebel againſt and to diſabe 
them : And to theſe only (and ſuch as theſe) 
it is that Rulers are, and ought to be, @ Ter- 
ror ; as we may learn from St. Paul: Ru- 


lers (ſays he) are not a Terror to good Works, 


Rom. xi. 3, 
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But to the Evil: Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the Power ? Do that which is good, and 
thou fhalt have Praiſe of the ſame; (i. e.) 
Give no Offence to the Government un- 
der which you live, but be careful to obey 
its Laws; and you ſhall rather find Excou- 
ragement under its Protection, than have any 
Cauſe given you of Fear of Puniſhment from 
It, | 


And what has occaſioned greater Diſ- 
putes and Uneaſineſſes in the later .Years, 
than the various Judgments of great and 


learned Men concerning the ſeveral Forms of 


Government to which we ought to be fab. 
ject; which yet were never diſputed by our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf, or by any of his A 
poſtles or Diſciples, or any other Chriſtians in 
the ſucceeding Ages. 

If either the Patriarchal Scheme, or any 
other particular Form of Government had 
been inſtituted by God as a Law to Mankind, 
certainly it muſt have been better known and 
underſtood by our bleſſed Saviour and his A- 
poftles, than it can be known by us in Zhefe 
Days; and both he and they muſt have gi- 
ven us ſome certain Knowledrve to what Form: 
of Government we ought to be ſubhect. 

Bur, ſeeing that God has given us no par- 
ticular Laus in civil Aﬀairs, as to the Form 


——— 


— — 
o » 


— * * -- b 


i Higd, Pref. to his Def. p. 5. 


of 


— eo. - th * 
—— Canoe 4 „ - ” 
-+ . 


[ 30 ] 


of Government, or the Meaſures of Obedience, 
except it were in the Jewiſh Nation ; nor has 
tbe Revelation of the Goſpel made any Altera- 
tion in this Matter; wwe are therein command. 
ed in general, to be SUBJECT TO THE 
HIGHER PoWERs, and to oBEY MaGi1- 
STRATES ; but are left to learn from the Laws 
ef every Country, who the Magiſtrate is, and 
what Obedience is due to him. 

Which Aſſertion ſtrongly ſupports that 
Maxim; Oportet Neminem eſſe ſapientiorem 
Legibus: No one ought to imagine bimfelf wiſer 
than the Laws. 

Seeing therefore that we have the Ex- 


| ambples of both our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, and 


alſo of his Apoſtles, in reſpect to their Subjec- 
tion and Obedience to the Governments under 
which they ivd, and not the leaſt Appear- 
ance of any Diſobedience, Sedition, or Rebel- 
lion, on any Account whatſoever: We ought 
to think it our Duty alſo t7 live quiet and 


peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 


under the Protection of that Government where 
we live, and to contribute all that lies in our 
Power towards the Peace, the Happineſs, and 
the Profperity of That, inaſmuch as we hope 
for or expect the fame under them, 

And as St, Paul exharted Titus to put the 
Cretans in Mind to be ſubjee? to Principalities 
and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and to be rea- 


"dy to every good Wark ; fo do T here, my Be- 


loved, 
2 
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loved, recommend the fame Exhortation t6 
our Practice and Example: So ſhall we have 
the Praiſe, the Protection, and the Aſiſtance of 
the Higher Powers in this World, and alſo be 
rewarded with the Rewards of Obedience in the 

World to come. 
And, that our Prayers and our Practices 
may be conſiſtent with each other, I ſhall 


conclude all with that excellent Colle& of our 
Church 


Almighty God, whoſe Kingdom is everlaſting, 
and Power infinite, have Mercy upon the 
whole Church, and ſo rule the Heart of thy 
choſen Servant GeoRGE our King and Go- 
vernor, that he (knowing whoſe Miniſter he 
is) may above all Things ſeek thy Honour and 
Glory; and that we and all his Subjects, 
(duly confidering whoſe Authority he hath) 
may faithfully ſerve, honour, and humbly o- 
bey him in Thee, and for Thee, according to 
thy bleſſed Word and Ordinance, thre Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, who 2with Thee, and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, liveth and reigneth ever one God, 
World without End. AMEN, 


E 1 N 1:4 


